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Why the 10-Year Route Fails
Extending settlement routes is unlikely to have a major
influence on migration decisions, which several studies
suggest are shaped primarily by labour demand, safety,
and family circumstances rather than settlement
timelines. Global comparisons, particularly from the
Arab Gulf, evidence that lengthy pathways to settlement
do not necessarily reduce flows, casting doubt on the
effectiveness of a 10-year route in meeting the
government's primary immigration objectives.

Destitution Risks and Pressures
A longer settlement route substantially increases
cumulative costs through repeated visa and immigration
health surcharge fees, and legal expenses, which together
are substantial and paid on top of regular tax/NI
contributions (visualised above). This heightens the risk
of poverty and homelessness, and pushes migrants into
irregular status, increases demands for crisis support
from already-stretched local authorities, and inverts the
"money-saving" logic behind NRPF and this proposal.

Health, Safety and Structural Inequality
Prolonged immigration insecurity is associated with
poorer mental and physical health outcomes, including
chronic stress and anxiety. For survivors of domestic
abuse, disabled migrants, and single parents, extended
temporary status compounds existing barriers to safety,
stability, and access to support, reinforcing structural
inequalities and capping employment and social potential
for so many. The submission highlights that these
impacts intensify as periods of insecurity are prolonged.

Skills, Inclusion and Economic Impact
Lengthened temporary status limits access to
progression, training, and secure employment, resulting
in sustained deskilling and underutilisation of skills. This
undermines integration, reduces long-term productivity,
weakens the economic contribution migrants can make,
and increases instability for almost all involved in the
economy. The evidence makes it clear that this is a
consequence of prolonged temporary immigration status
rather than individual capability.

Please read our full submission on our website at nrnepartnership.org

It sets out detailed evidence, frontline observations, and forecasts the likely impacts of extending routes to settlement
from five to ten years, including the financial, health, and systemic consequences identified above and more

What Next?


